Recycling morphology: case endings
as markers of constructions
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Case endings are markers of

constructions

1. Determiner-s construction: Jan-s boek

2. Partitive construction: iets mooi-s

3. Constructional idioms: tot sterven-s toe, des
VIOUW-S

4. Collective constructions: met zijn vier-en

Construction-dependent morphology
Necessity of constructions for account of the
distribution of suffixes
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The —s is phrase-final

Jan en Piet-s vader ‘John and Pete’s
father’

Pa, Ma en de kinderen’s verjaardag
‘Dad, Mum, and the children’s
birthday’

De kinderen’s belangen “the children’s
interest’ (Google search)
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-s 1s marker of this construction

- lets heel lastig-s ‘sthg very difficult-s’

- iets volgens mij ongelofelijk-s ‘stgh according
to me unbelievable-s’

- niets in het oog vallend-s ‘nothing that catches
the eye’

- iets op ons doel afgestemd-s ‘smth tuned to
our goal’

- * iets afgestemd-s op ons doel

-s 1s right edge phrasal affix =
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Analysis as contextual inflection of
adjective before empty noun?

[[1ets] [[lastig-s].p [€]n]nplop

Hoeksema 1998, Kester 1999

Problems:

- -s is normally not a suffix of contextual
inflection;

- not all Qs can occur before nouns: *iets geld,
*niets geld
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Consequence for Lexical Integrity

- Distinction between access and manipulation

of word-internal structure is necessary (Booij
2009)

- Syntax may have access to the internal
morphological structure of words, but cannot
manipulate word-internal morphological
structure
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Theoretical conclusions

- Languages may exhibit bricolage (Lass 1997): pieces
of an old morphological system are put to new uses

- Morphological markers of constructions may be
preserved in restricted form, thus adding to the
linguistic complexity of languages (Dahl 2004)

- The notion ‘construction’ is essential to account for
the distribution of certain bound morphemes:
construction-dependent morphology
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